
11CP Summer Reading Project

This year, we will be beginning with the study of memoir – a powerful genre in
which a writer focuses on a specific aspect of his or her life that shaped the
adult he or she became. Eventually, you will be writing your own memoirs; to
help you prepare for that, we created this assignment for your summer reading.

First, select a memoir from those listed below. Topics covered include mental
illness, parental abuse, addiction, poverty, and prejudice; the authors are from
the fields of literature, music, sports, and politics. All of these books are very
good reads! Spend some time researching the books so you can be sure to
select one that you’ll enjoy.

I am Malala (Malala Yousafzai)
The Burn Journals (Brent Runyon)
The Pregnancy Project (Gaby Rodriguez)
Brown Girl Dreaming (Jacqueline Woodson)
The Liars' Club (Mary Karr)
The Glass Castle (Jeannette Walls)
Angela's Ashes (Frank McCourt)
Just Kids (Patti Smith)
The Color of Water (James McBride)
Eat, Pray, Love (Elizabeth Gilbert)
Girl, Interrupted (Susanna Kaysen)
Running with Scissors (Augusten Burroughs)
Shot in the Heart (Mikal Gilmore)
Soul Surfer (Bethany Hamilton)
Forward, a Memoir (Abby Wambach)
Open (Andre Agassi)
A Fighter's Heart (Sam Sheridan -- MMA)
Touching the Void (Joe Simpson -- mountaineering)
Born to Run (Christopher MacDougall, not Springsteen)
Dreams from my Father (Barack Obama)
Kitchen Confidential (Anthony Bourdain)
Wild (Cheryl Strayed)



After you’ve read your book, respond to the following. Please type your answers
and responses in a Google document. Put your name in the upper left corner,
use 12-point Times New Roman font, and double-space.

Be sure to include the author and title of your book.

In one well-written paragraph (5-6 sentences per paragraph), name the author
and give a brief description of who she or he is or was. Describe the obstacles
the author faced. Who or what made their struggle more difficult? How did they
overcome the obstacles – or did they?

Then, in a second well-written paragraph, describe what you learned from this
memoir. Did the author’s struggle provide any lessons you could apply to your
own life?

Due date: Friday, Sept. 10, 2021. Enjoy your book! Reading is a pleasure –
and a privilege.


